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HONORING THE HONORABLE
BRETT DORIAN

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 29, 2001

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor and pay tribute to Brent Dorian
for his years of dedicated public service as a
U.S. Bankruptcy Judge in Fresno, CA. After
almost 12 years on the bench, Judge Dorian
retired last year.

Brett served in the U.S. Air Force. After the
military, he studied law and graduated from
Boalt Hall School of Law, University of Cali-
fornia at Berkeley. After making a substantial
contribution to under-served people in the
community, Brett Dorian went on to have a
very distinguished career as a civil practice at-
torney, bankruptcy lawyer, and bankruptcy
trustee.

In 1988, Judge Dorian assumed the Federal
bankruptcy bench in Fresno and handled thou-
sands of cases from an 8 county area in Cen-
tral California. During Judge Dorian’s tenure
on the bench he has earned a reputation as
a brillant jurist committed to following the law
and protecting the rights of the citizens and
persons who appeared before him. Judge Do-
rian has done many things for our community,
the courts and and the nation. It is a pleasure
and privilege to honor such a distinguished
man as he begins yet another facet of his life.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay high tribute to
Judge Brett Dorian for his active distinguished
community and public service. I urge my col-
leagues in the U.S. House of Representative
to join me in wishing Judge Dorian many more
years of good health, happiness, and contribu-
tion to the people of central California.

f

TRIBUTE TO ANNA MARIA ARIAS

HON. JOSÉ E. SERRANO
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 29, 2001

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to the memory of Anna Maria
Arias, innovative and beloved founder and edi-
tor of LATINA Style magazine who passed
away October 1, 2001.

Mr. Speaker, Anna Maria Arias founded
LATINA Style in 1994, creating the only 100
percent Latina-owned national publication in
the United States. It boasts a national circula-
tion of 150,000 and a readership of over half
a million. Ms. Arias was a dreamer who real-
ized her dreams. The LATINA Style Magazine
motto is ‘‘A National Magazine for the Con-
temporary Hispanic Woman.’’ Indeed, LATINA
Style is a staple in the homes of thousands of
female Hispanic professionals.

LATINA Style has collaborated with the
Small Business Administration, the Minority
Business Development Agency and the local

Hispanic Chamber of Commerce to create the
LATINA Style Business Services which is a
unique program that connects Latina profes-
sionals and entrepreneurs to key corporations
by holding conferences across the country.
Along with LATINA Style’s focus on career
and business, it regularly features home and
family issues, music, book, and movie re-
views, travel tips, investment guidance, food
and drink recipes, and health advice among
other things.

Mr. Speaker, Ms. Arias’ staff states that she
‘‘dedicated her entire body and soul into cre-
ating and growing LATINA Style into the pow-
erful magazine for Hispanic women that it is
today.’’ Ms. Arias lost a difficult battle earlier
this month with aplastic anemia that she
fought for 7 years. When her illness de-
manded that she forfeit the daily managing of
the magazine, Ms. Arias delegated Ms. Elena
Campisteguy as associate publisher, confident
that she and the LATINA Style staff would
propagate the publication’s high editorial
standard. The Style staff and Ms. Arias’ wid-
ower, Mr. Robert E. Bard, feel that Ms. Arias’
spirit will guide them in coming years to carry
on her dream.

I ask my colleagues to join me in mourning
the loss of a creative and ambitious entre-
preneur who broke boundaries and dedicated
her life to benefiting Latina women.

f

IN HONOR OF THE HAMILTON
COUNTY URBAN SEARCH AND
RESCUE TASK FORCE AND THE
MEMBERS OF THE TASK FORCE
WHO HAVE JOINED IN THE
WORLD TRADE CENTER RE-
SPONSE

HON. ROB PORTMAN
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 29, 2001

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize the contributions of Hamilton Coun-
ty’s Urban Search and Rescue (USAR) Task
Force and the eighteen members of the Task
Force who joined with Ohio Task Force 1 (Oh-
TF1) to assist in the rescue and relief efforts
at the World Trade Center site in New York
City.

The Hamilton County USAR Task Force
was formed in December, 1997. The primary
mission of the Task Force is to assist local fire
and emergency medical agencies in large-
scale rescue situations and emergency inci-
dents associated with natural disasters, ter-
rorist activity and major industrial, techno-
logical and transportation accidents. This team
continues Cincinnati’s long, proud history of
being a national leader in fire and emergency
services.

In addition to assisting in local incidents,
members of the Hamilton County USAR Task
Force are part of Oh-TF1, one of twenty-eight
Federal Emergency Management Agency
USAR Task Forces capable of responding to

massive structural collapses to search for and
rescue trapped persons. Ohio Task Force 1
deployed sixty-two members to the World
Trade Center site in New York. These mem-
bers represented thirty-three fire organizations
in Ohio. Seventeen of these members rep-
resented six Hamilton County Fire Depart-
ments, including: Anderson Fire Department;
Cincinnati Fire Department; Colerain Township
Fire Department; Green Township Fire Depart-
ment; Madeira and Indian Hill Fire Depart-
ment; and Sycamore Township Fire Depart-
ment. An additional member of the Hamilton
County USAR Task Force and Oh-TF1 is a
rigging specialist for Carlisle Construction in
Northern Kentucky.

The members of Oh-TF1 worked non-stop
from September 12 to September 20 at a
scene described by its members as ‘‘dev-
astating.’’ The Task Force was divided into
two groups that worked alternating twelve-hour
shifts. As the third USAR Task Force on the
scene, Oh-TF1’s work was critical to the on-
going recovery and relief efforts.

Like the rest of America, I am moved by the
bravery and selfless work of our nation’s
emergency services personnel. I am especially
proud and appreciative of their work after see-
ing, firsthand, the horrific and truly devastating
site in New York.

Mr. Speaker, I hope my colleagues will join
me in recognizing the outstanding work of
Hamilton County’s USAR Task Force and Oh-
TF1 as we also recognize the remarkable con-
tributions and sacrifices made by all of the
people who make up our nation’s emergency
services in the wake of the September 11 at-
tack.

f

WORLD POPULATION AWARENESS
WEEK

HON. JAMES C. GREENWOOD
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 29, 2001

Mr. GREENWOOD. Mr. Speaker, rapid pop-
ulation growth and urbanization have become
catalysts for many serious environmental prob-
lems and are applying substantial pressures
on infrastructure, manifested in pollution,
transportation, health, sanitation and public
safety problems. This situation makes urban-
ization an issue that we cannot afford to ig-
nore. Cities and urban areas today occupy
only 2 percent of the earth’s land, but contain
half of the world’s population and consume 75
percent of its resources.

It is therefore important for us to recognize
the problems associated with rapid population
growth and urbanization. Governor Ridge has
proclaimed the week of October 21–27, 2001
as World Population Awareness Week in the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and I would
like to support the Governor in this effort by
entering his proclamation into the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD.
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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA, GOV-

ERNOR’S OFFICE, PROCLAMATION, WORLD
POPULATION AWARENESS WEEK, OCTOBER 21–
27, 2001
Whereas, the 21st Century offers enormous

environmental and societal challenges for
governments at all levels; and

Whereas, these challenges call for innova-
tive leadership to ensure resource conserva-
tion, protection of open space, waste preven-
tion, sanitation management to provide
quality of life. These challenges are inex-
tricably linked to patterns of considerable
demographic change; and

Whereas, world population is projected to
increase by almost 80 million per year with
98 percent of population growth predicted to
occur in the least developed countries of the
world. This growth can lead to disease, hun-
ger and starvation; and

Whereas, demographic problems are not
limited to the under developed nations.
These problems are also a reality in the
United States in other industrialized na-
tions.

Therefore, I, Tom Ridge, Governor of the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, do hereby
proclaim October 21–27, 2001, as World Popu-
lation Awareness Week in Pennsylvania. I
encourage all citizens to reflect upon these
challenges and seek rational, humanitarian
and community-based solutions.

Given under my hand and the Seal of the
Government, at the City of Harrisburg on
this eleventh day of July in the year of our
Lord two thousand and one of the Common-
wealth the two hundred and twenty-sixth.

Tom Ridge, Governor.

f

HONORING HOLY TRINITY
ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 29, 2001

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to Holy Trinity Armenian Apostolic
Church for their 101st anniversary. Holy Trinity
Church has been a cornerstone of Fresno’s
Armenian community since its inception in
1900.

For over 100 years, the Holy Trinity Arme-
nian Apostolic Church has served as the spir-
itual, cultural, and social landmark for Arme-
nians throughout Fresno and the San Joaquin
Valley.

Armenian Apostolic Church services were
held in Fresno as early as 1895 in a rented
hall by the Rev. Aharon Melkonian, who had
arrived from Erzerum 1 year earlier. As the
parish grew so did the need for a church
building. Construction began soon after the
church held a general meeting on February
25, 1900, at which a board of trustees was
elected. Then, on March 2, 1900, a building
committee was appointed and it was decided
that the church would be named Holy Trinity.

The foundation of the church was blessed
on April 1, 1900, and on October 14, 1900,
the Holy Trinity Armenian Apostolic Church
was consecrated by the Primate of the Arme-
nian Diocese, Rev. Bishop Hovsep Sarajian. It
was the second Armenian Apostolic Church in
the United States.

In the beginning many Armenians found
themselves in a strange new land and turned
to the church for support. Still today, those
who are no longer strangers to this country
continue to view the church as their focal point

for spiritual guidance, thus enabling the church
and its members to withstand the test of time.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay tribute to the Holy
Trinity Armenian Apostolic Church on the oc-
casion of the 101st anniversary celebration. I
urge my colleagues to join me in honoring
Holy Trinity Armenian Apostolic Church on this
special day of recognition.

f

TRIBUTE TO CAPTAIN HARRY
THOMPSON

HON. JOSÉ E. SERRANO
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 29, 2001

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to Captain Harry Thompson, a na-
tional hero who gave his life to save many
others during the September 11 attack on the
World Trade Center.

Captain Thompson, a long-time court officer,
was a resident of Parkchester in the Bronx for
over 30 years. ‘‘Selfless’’ is usually the first
word to come to the lips of those neighbors
and coworkers asked to describe Captain
Thompson. They were saddened, but not sur-
prised, to learn that his gallantry and dedica-
tion to helping others led him to save the lives
of 150 people on that fateful morning in Sep-
tember.

We are all aware that on that morning, he-
roes abounded and many came from unlikely
sources. Mr. Speaker, anyone who knew Cap-
tain Thompson considered him the most likely
source of heroism. His youngest son,
Raahsaan, explained that when he heard of
the tragedy, he just assumed that his father
was there ‘‘helping out.’’ He took for granted
that his father was there guiding others to
safety while putting himself in harm’s way.
Captain Thompson was not a fireman or a po-
lice officer, yet he felt a call to duty not unlike
those brave men and women and he went into
a building that people were desperately trying
to escape simply because he knew that he
could help.

Captain Thompson’s two sons say that their
father took great pride in the fact that he had
climbed the ranks to make Captain, a position
that made him responsible for training court
officers. Captain Thompson ingrained the
value and necessity of hard work into his two
sons who both went on to obtain college de-
grees and pursue successful careers. Both
sons recall their father constantly helping peo-
ple out, whether it was physically supporting
an elderly or debilitated person in some task
or running an errand for a busy neighbor. I
want Raahsaan and Michael Thompson to
know that we realize that their father did not
come home that day so that 150 other fathers,
mothers, daughters, sons, sisters, and broth-
ers could.

Mr. Speaker, we lost so many in such a
short time on the morning of September 11, it
would be difficult for Congress to mourn and
honor each individual life. However, I must ask
my colleagues to join me in honoring the life
of Captain Thompson, he sacrificed his life in
order to save others, not because it was his
job, but because it was his nature.

‘‘DEATH OF AN INNOCENT’’ BY
ELISABETH CERCEK

HON. CLIFF STEARNS
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 29, 2001

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, in light of the
sobering events that took place on September
11, now more than ever, the young people of
this country must remain vigilant, accountable
for the actions taken in everyday life. One
young American in particular realizes the im-
portance of accountability and expresses
these convictions in a poem she has written
entitled, Death of an Innocent. Elisabeth
Cercek of Ocala, FL, deposits the reader amid
the chaos of a drunk driving accident. A young
girl’s life slowly ebbs away as the drunk driver
can do nothing but ‘‘stare.’’ With violent real-
ism, Elisabeth brings us into the sorrowful
world that thousands of Americans face each
year when their loved ones are taken from
them by alcohol related accidents. I applaud
Elisabeth’s steadfast resolve in her fight
against drunk driving, and with that Mr. Speak-
er, I submit for the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
her poem ‘‘Death of an Innocent.’’

DEATH OF AN INNOCENT

I went to a party, Mom.
I remembered what you said.
You told me not to drink, Mom.
So I drank soda instead.
I really felt proud inside, Mom.
The way you said I would.
I didn’t drink and drive, Mom.
Even though the others said I should.
I know I did the right thing, Mom.
I know you are always right.
Now the party is finally ending, Mom,
As everyone is driving out of sight,
As I got into my car, Mom,
I knew I’d get home in one piece.
Because of the way you raised me,
So responsible and sweet.

I started to drive away, Mom,
But as I pulled out into the road,
The other car didn’t see me. Mom,
And hit me like a load.
As I lay there on the pavement, Mom.
I hear the policeman say,
‘‘The other guy is drunk,’’ Mom.
And now I’m the one who will pay.
I’m lying here dying, Mom.
I wish you’d get here soon.
How could this happen to me, Mom?
My life just burst like a balloon.
There is blood all around me, Mom.
And most of it is mine.
I hear the medic say, Mom.
I’ll die in a short time.

I just wanted to tell you, Mom.
I swear I didn’t drink,
It was the others, Mom.
The others didn’t think.
He was probably at the same party as I.
The only difference is, he drank
And I will die.

Why do people drink, Mom?
It can ruin your whole life.
I’m feeling sharp pains now.
Pains just like a knife.
The guy who hit me is walking, Mom.
And I don’t think it’s fair
I’m lying here dying
And all he can do is stare.

Tell my brother not to cry, Mom.
Tell Daddy to be brave.
And when I go to heaven, Mom.
Put ‘‘Daddy’s Girl’’ on my grave.
Someone should have told him, Mom.
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Not to drink and drive.
If only they had told him, Mom.
I would still be alive.

My breath is getting shorter, Mom.
I’m becoming very scared.
Pleased don’t cry for me, Mom
When I needed you
You were always there.
I have one last question, Mom
Before I say goodbye.
I didn’t drink and drive
So why am I the one to die?

f

TRIBUTE TO RUSSELL J. ‘‘RUSTY’’
HAMMER

HON. ROBERT T. MATSUI
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 29, 2001

Mr. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor Mr. Russell J. ‘‘Rusty’’ Hammer as he
ends his tenure as president and CEO of the
Sacramento Metro Chamber. As his friends
and family gather to celebrate Rusty’s impres-
sive tenure, I ask all of my colleagues to join
with me in saluting this truly remarkable citizen
of Sacramento.

Rusty came to the Sacramento Metro
Chamber in 1994 and after 7 years has trans-
formed the chamber into an economically via-
ble and influential organization. Today the
Sacramento Metro Chamber is the largest and
most diverse chamber in northern California,
boasting a membership over 3,000. In addi-
tion, the Sacramento Metro Chamber is now
represented in all six counties in the Sac-
ramento region, a truly admirable feat.

To my colleagues here in the House of Rep-
resentatives, perhaps one of the most visible
accomplishments of the Sacramento Metro
Chamber is the annual Cap-to-Cap trip.
Through this important program, over 200
business leaders from the Sacramento region
come to Washington, DC, each spring to meet
with leaders of the Federal Government to
raise awareness of the region’s most impor-
tant issues. Since 1994, under the direction of
Rusty and his colleagues in the chamber, the
level of participation in Cap-to-Cap has nearly
doubled. I feel that this is a true testament to
Rusty’s dedication and enthusiasm for the
Sacramento region.

In addition to the Cap-to-Cap trip, Rusty has
also been the driving force behind numerous
projects and events at the Sacramento Metro
Chamber that have continued to propel the
chamber to new heights. One in particular that
deserves special recognition is ‘‘Perspectives’’,
an annual speakers series hosted in Sac-
ramento involving influential national and inter-
national leaders. Through Rusty’s tireless ef-
forts, this program has become one of the
most important forums for discussions about
the future and direction of the Sacramento re-
gion.

While I was I was saddened as both a
friend and a colleague to learn of Rusty’s de-
parture to become president of the Los Ange-
les Metro Chamber, I fully believe that Sac-
ramento’s loss is Los Angeles’s gain. Rusty’s
commitment to serving his community is a
genuine inspiration and example to his fellow
citizens and will be a wonderful addition to the
Los Angeles region.

Mr. Speaker, as Mr. Rusty Hammer’s
friends and family gather to reflect on his time

with the Sacramento Metro Chamber, I am
privileged to pay tribute to one of Sac-
ramento’s most honorable citizens. His suc-
cesses are unparalleled, and it is a great
honor for me to have the opportunity to recog-
nize his many contributions to Sacramento. I
ask all my colleagues to join with me in wish-
ing my friend Rusty continued success in all
his future endeavors.

f

HONORING THE CLOVIS SENIOR
CENTER

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 29, 2001

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the Clovis Senior Center for
their work to improve the lives of senior citi-
zens living in California’s Central Valley.

The Clovis Senior Center began providing
services over 25 years ago, when they first re-
ceived Federal aid for senior programs. The
actual Clovis Senior Center facility was built
19 years ago. Lynn Bawdon has served as di-
rector of the Clovis Senior Center for the past
20 years. The center provides a wide range of
programs, including nutrition advice, income
tax assistance, social security inquiries, med-
ical information, and general adult information.

The goal of the Clovis Senior Center is to
keep seniors independent and living in their
own homes, while providing for their own
needs. The center is ranked among the top 10
multisenior centers in the State. They actively
pursue assistance from the State to continue
providing the highest level of assistance for
seniors.

The Clovis Senior Center is an 11,000
square foot facility that is comprised of a cen-
tral multipurpose room, two large classrooms,
a commercial kitchen, two large restrooms,
and two average sized restrooms.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor the Clovis Sen-
ior Center for their valuable assistance to the
local senior community. I urge my colleagues
to join me in wishing the Clovis Senior Center
many more years of continued success.

f

BALKANS YOUTH LINK PROJECT

HON. TOM LANTOS
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 29, 2001

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I invite my col-
leagues to join me in recognizing the remark-
able accomplishments of a budding organiza-
tion dedicated to the empowerment and unity
of youth throughout the Balkan region.

The Balkans Youth Link has emerged from
the devastation of war to create a positive fu-
ture for young people in that region. This San
Francisco-based nonprofit organization, which
was founded by a constituent of mine, Fred-
erica Bunge, provides support to youth leaders
of the Balkans who are working to develop a
truly free society. These strive for openness
and understanding in a place where ethnic
conflict has long challenged hopes for peace.

Since its inception in late 1999, Balkans
Youth Link has accomplished many important
projects worthy of our attention. When the

conflict in Kosovo ended, two trauma recovery
missions sent teams to rural and urban areas
in order to create self-support groups, helping
teachers recover from their own trauma and
enabling them to give their students a re-
newed interest in learning.

Last summer, Youth Link 2000, the first
international public debate camp, which was
conceived and directed by Enrion Veliaj, suc-
cessfully trained a diverse group of young
people from Kosovo in the techniques of pub-
lic debate. There the participants gained a
broad understanding of the importance of free
speech, diversity of ideas, and respect for
human rights.

Also during the summer of 2000, a love of
music and a desire for peace united in New
York City a group of Serb, Croat, and Muslim
youth from Bosnia. Balkans Youth Link Voices
spent a month together, rehearsing, per-
forming, and sharing their vision for a peaceful
society. The choral group gave a number of
excellent performances, including one at the
closing luncheon of the State of the World
Forum, where they received a standing ova-
tion for their world premier performance of
One Song, Many Voices, by Marcus Williams,
written for Nelson Mandela’s 2001 initiative on
diversity.

Mr. Speaker, the latest endeavor of Balkans
Youth Link is an international Youth Link
Leadership Institute held in Kosovo in August
of this year. The project provided community
leaders and students with an opportunity for
an exchange of ideas on the crucial issues of
conflict resolution, advocacy, negotiation, and
leadership in a variety of contexts. The leader-
ship institute was designed to create socially
conscious citizens and to motivate them to-
ward leadership and activism.

The hard work and dedication of the director
and staff of Youth Link Leadership Institute
deserves our commendation. Project Director
Erion Veliaj and coordinators Kujesa
Bejtullahu and Sagita Muco have been ac-
tively involved for several years in humani-
tarian relief and democracy building activities.
In addition to directing Youth Link 2000, Mr.
Veliaj led an election mobilization campaign
under the auspices of the Organization for Se-
curity and Cooperation in Europe, (OSCE) in
preparation for the first local elections in
Kosovo. In addition he has headed several
other major leadership and open society
projects involving Balkan youth in other parts
of the globe.

Mr. Speaker, some of our colleagues may
recall that Ms. Behtullahu had been called the
Anne Frank of Kosovo for her ‘‘From the War
Zone’’ e-mail correspondence with a California
high school student, using the pen name
‘‘Adona.’’ Each of these leaders has witnessed
the atrocity and anguish of war in the Balkans,
and they hope to rebuild their communities by
educating future generations about the impact
of social activism and democratic politics. Bal-
kans Youth Link coordinators and volunteers,
along with their founding Board Members,
Frederica Bunge, strive to inspire a sense of
self-worth and a realization of individual power
and value in society. Mr. Speaker, I urge my
colleagues to join me in honoring the per-
sistent crusade for tolerance and under-
standing which is stressed by Balkans Youth
Link. It is an invaluable contribution to a
peaceful future for the Balkans.
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HONORING HAROLD ‘‘HAL’’

WEYGANDT, JR.

HON. JOHN T. DOOLITTLE
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 29, 2001

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. Speaker, today I wish
to honor my good friend, Mr. Harold W. ‘‘Hal’’
Weygandt, Jr., who at the age of 81 years is
retiring from Weco Aerospace Systems, the
company he founded 30 years ago.

Hal was born in Kansas City, Missouri, in
1920. Raised in this traditional mid-western
environment, he learned the entrepreneurial
spirit at an early age. Hal attended Joplin High
School in Missouri where he excelled in foot-
ball and boxing. After high school, he left Jop-
lin and enrolled in the University of Missouri,
Kansas City. Throughout his high school and
college years, Hal worked at several jobs to
help support his family and pursue his edu-
cation goals through the depression years.

After college, Hal moved to Southern Cali-
fornia, where he joined Lockheed Aircraft in
1941. Just prior to America entering World
War II, he volunteered with 2,500 other civil-
ians in a Douglas Aircraft sponsored project
for a top-secret mission in Africa. At the time,
England was near the threshold of disaster
when Winston Churchill requested help from
President Roosevelt. This assignment, named
‘‘Project 19,’’ was created to assist England in
its war efforts against Germany. The voyage
on the USS Chauteau Thierry from the West
Coast to Africa was a precursor of challenging
times to come. The ship, which was originally
constructed for a passenger list of 200, carried
over 2,000 men to their remote destination.
Project 19 established an entire town, Amer-
ican City, in east Africa that helped supply and
repair fighter aircraft for the war effort.

In 1943, well after America joined the Allies
in the war, Hal volunteered for the Army Air
Corps in Cairo, Egypt. He spent the next sev-
eral years touring the European theater in a
classified position in armament inspection. By
the end of the war, Hal had been awarded
several citations, as well as the Bronze Medal,
and he ascended to the rank of Second Lieu-
tenant. His most significant reward, however,
was an English girl named Ann Sawtell. They
were married in New Milton, England, in Octo-
ber 1945.

After World War II, Hal returned to Southern
California and embarked on his first business
endeavor. In 1947, Hal and his uncle started
RWS Electrical Accessories, Inc. This com-
pany supported the then-emerging aircraft in-
dustry with component sales and service. By
early 1961, Hal and his family had moved to
the foothill region of the Sacramento Valley,
where they still reside. The Weygandts main-
tained a ranch, while Hal developed his career
in aviation. Hal’s company became a bench-
mark for independent successes in the avia-
tion field. He participated and became close
friends with many of the pioneers of today’s
modern aviation industry. By 1968, RWS
merged with another aviation company that
subsequently formed Aviall, a multinational in-

dustry leader in commercial aviation sales and
support.

Mr. Speaker, at a phase of life when some
people begin looking forward to retirement,
Hal formed Weco Aerospace Systems, Inc., in
1971 with his sons, Bill and Robert. This new
company based in the Sacramento and Bur-
bank areas focused its attention on supporting
corporate aviation. This company has grown
with the industry and now employes over 60
people in California and throughout the nation.
It supports aviation operators internationally.

Hal is the proud father of three children and
eight grandchildren. It is worthwhile to note
that he has raised a family of good and pro-
ductive citizens. The Weygandts have been
very active in civic affairs and have contrib-
uted much to their community. Hal’s own ac-
tivities have included involvement with the Ma-
sonic Lodge and Shriners, his church, the Na-
tional Business Aircraft Association, the Heli-
copter Association International, and the Air-
borne Law Enforcement Association. He has
also stayed active with yearly meetings of the
Project 19 Association, in which less than 150
of 2,500 participants are still alive.

While Hal is now retiring from active busi-
ness life at the age of 81, he will continue as
an advisor and Board member at Weco. And
just to prove it is tough to keep a good man
down, he and his wife, Cherie, plan to main-
tain their 80-acre ranch in the foothills of Lin-
coln, California, as well as traveling and enjoy-
ing many outdoor activities.

Mr. Speaker, I take great pleasure in com-
mending Hal Weygandt for his outstanding
service to our country as a member of the
Armed Forces, an innovative business leader,
and a good family man. After all that has been
said about him, he is simply a good and de-
cent man, and I am personally thankful for his
support and friendship.

f

UNITING AND STRENGTHENING
AMERICA BY PROVIDING APPRO-
PRIATE TOOLS REQUIRED TO
INTERCEPT AND OBSTRUCT TER-
RORISM (USA PATRIOT) ACT OF
2001

SPEECH OF

HON. ROBERT WEXLER
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 23, 2001

Mr. WEXLER. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased
that a provision earlier included in money
laundering legislation, which would have inhib-
ited RICO liability for foreign excise taxes for
tobacco companies, has been dropped from
the USA PATRIOT Act of 2001, the final
version of comprehensive anti-terrorism legis-
lation. The sections of the final version of this
bill which expand the definition of Specified
Unlawful Activities for Money Laundering are a
crucial component of the USA PATRIOT Act.
We all know that in order to crush terrorism in
all its forms, it will be necessary for us to put
an end to the money laundering which is es-
sential to the financing of terrorists’ networks.

In order for our legislation to be effective, our
laws against money laundering must have the
widest possible scope. Just as criminals con-
tinually are finding new and creative ways to
subvert and circumvent our laws, our laws
must be broad enough and flexible enough to
allow our courts to fight against money laun-
dering in any form we find it. In response to
United States requests, many of our allies, in-
cluding the European Community and its
Member States have strengthened their
money laundering laws in a cooperative effort
to battle money laundering and terrorism. It is
our intent to recognize and assist the efforts of
our allies in our joint effort to fight fraud and
money laundering wherever and in whatever
form we find it. If our allies are victimized by
fraud, smuggling or money laundering ema-
nating from U.S. soil, they should have the
benefit of U.S. laws and U.S. courts to combat
those offenses. The expanded definition of
Specified Unlawful Activities will ensure that
money laundering associated with crimes or
fraud committed against our allies shall con-
stitute violations of U.S. law thereby giving the
United States and our allies the maximum ca-
pability to utilize U.S. laws to combat the
money laundering. Just as the United States
has always recognized the fundamental right
of friendly nations to have access to our
courts to enforce their rights, we shall continue
to give our full cooperation to our allies in their
efforts to combat smuggling and money laun-
dering, including access to our courts and the
unimpeded benefit of our criminal and civil
laws.

f

RECOGNIZING BETH GRAFTON-
CARDWELL

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 29, 2001

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Beth Grafton-Cardwell for
being named an Extension Specialist Award fi-
nalist by the Friends of Agricultural Extension.
The Friends of Agricultural Extension will rec-
ognize Beth at their annual awards dinner.

Beth is a U.C. Riverside Extension Ento-
mologist at the Kearny Agriculture Center in
Parlier, CA. She conducts a multifaceted pro-
gram to help citrus growers reduce their pest
problems while maintaining fruit quality, a
positive economic return, and a reduction of
broad-spectrum pesticide use. An important
contribution to California’s citrus industry has
been her ongoing evaluation of continually
changing insect pest problems. Beth is cur-
rently in the process of developing a mobile
laboratory to use as an onsite research and
teaching aid.

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate Beth Grafton-
Cardwell for being named an Extension Spe-
cialist Award finalist by the Friends of Agricul-
tural Extension. I urge my colleagues to join
me in wishing Beth Grafton-Cardwell many
more years of continued success.
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Title IV of Senate Resolution 4,
agreed to by the Senate on February 4,
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference.
This title requires all such committees
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest—designated by the Rules com-
mittee—of the time, place, and purpose
of the meetings, when scheduled, and
any cancellations or changes in the
meetings as they occur.

As an additional procedure along
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest will prepare this information for
printing in the Extensions of Remarks
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD

on Monday and Wednesday of each
week.

Meetings scheduled for Tuesday, Oc-
tober 30, 2001 may be found in the Daily
Digest of today’s RECORD.

MEETINGS SCHEDULED

OCTOBER 31
9 a.m.

Appropriations
Labor, Health and Human Services, and

Education Subcommittee
To hold hearings to examine the progress

in making stem cells available to fed-
erally-funded researchers.

SD–124
9:30 a.m.

Governmental Affairs
International Security, Proliferation and

Federal Services Subcommittee
To hold joint hearings to examine ter-

rorism through the mail, focusing on
the protection of postal workers and
the public.

Room to be announced
Environment and Public Works
Fisheries, Wildlife, and Water Sub-

committee
To hold hearings to examine innovative

financing mechanisms related to the
drinking water and clean water state
revolving fund.

SD–406
2 p.m.

Foreign Relations
To hold hearings to examine pending

nominations.
SD–419

2:30 p.m.
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry

Business meeting to consider S. 1519, to
amend the Consolidated Farm and
Rural Development Act to provide

farm credit assistance for activated re-
servists, focusing on credit title provi-
sions, and subcommittee assignments.

SR–328

NOVEMBER 1

9:30 a.m.
Commerce, Science, and Transportation

To hold hearings on S. 1530, to provide
improved safety and security measures
for rail transportation, and provide for
improved passenger rail service.

SR–253
Environment and Public Works

To hold hearings to examine S. 556, to
amend the Clean Air Act to reduce
emissions from electric powerplants,
focusing on the bill’s impact on the en-
vironment, economy, energy supply,
achievement of regulatory and statu-
tory goals, including the National Am-
bient Air Quality Standards, relevant
costs and benefits, and any improve-
ments or amendments that should be
made to the legislation.

SD–406
2 p.m.

Environment and Public Works
To hold hearings to examine infrastruc-

ture security, chemical site security,
and economic recovery.

SD–406
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs
Financial Institutions Subcommittee

To hold oversight hearings to examine
Federal deposit insurance coverage for
retirement accounts.

SD–538
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